


We thought we were out of interesting 
stories for the catalogue this year, but then 
something happened. Late January, an 
elderly gentleman we knew, Charles (Charlie) 
Weatherilt, passed away. Born in 1921, Charlie 
lived on Lot 22, Concession 8, Manvers 
Township his entire life, until a serious injury 
at 88 made it necessary to move to a nursing 
home. Charlie and his brother Earl operated 
mixed farms within half a mile of each other 
on the same stretch of highway our nursery is 
now located, growing and supplying potatoes 
for families locally and into Peterborough. 
They were modern, successful farmers in 
their time and to us personally, both caring 
and gentle neighbours.

Charlie had no one to pass the farm to, 
so the day came in 2013 when the farm was 
to be auctioned off. It seemed as if an entire 
life's work would be acquired by someone 
who, in this day and age, would likely erase 
it. We were fortunate to become the new 
owners of Charlie's farm. In conversation 
shortly after, it seemed to give him peace of 
mind that a neighbour he trusted was the 
purchaser. The opposite was a situation too 
familiar to him in his lifetime.

We have devoted time and energy tending 
to the things Charlie would have. The repair 
and renewal of the house is now underway. 
For our area, it is a very old house, built 
by timber frame construction in the early 
1800s. It has been even more intriguing 
discovering what's been stashed in the walls.

If these walls  
could talk…
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Boots or hats, were at times put into 
walls during construction in the belief it 
would bless and bring good fortune to the 
building and its occupants. While removing 
siding for insulation, resting on top of the 
sill timber, we found both. Paul Williams, 
a local leather-worker and history buff, 
estimated the boots were made in the 1820s 
or 1830s. The soles were worn completely 
through and a portion of one boot looked to 
have been removed for reuse. The wooden 
pegs which held the sole predates the use of 
cobbler’s nails. Along with other bits of mid-
1800 newspapers and a schoolboy's journal, 
the renovation has offered a glimpse from 
the earliest beginnings of the farm and our 
town. We remiss not having seen him one 
last time to recount these treasures, so close 
his long life but long preceding him.

We plan on putting the boots back into 
the wall as the renovation progresses, but so 
that they are visible to ourselves and others. 
The boots, the house and Charlie will be a 
story to be told for the rest of our lives. And 
maybe it's just that simple. 

An old pair of boots has blessed us with 
the opportunity to keep alive the memories 
of a man we knew, his values and the house 
he and unknown others have lived in.

May you find good fortune in unexpected 
places in 2020.

Yours truly, Ted and Sandy Spearing



The winter of 2013–2014, we quickly 
resurfaced the interior. Like many old 
homes, layers of fashionable wallpaper 
held horsehair plaster in place. The 
motifs reminded us that early settlers 
valued what gardens brought to their 
lives: wildlife, beauty and purpose. Ex, 
lily of the valley, circa 1920 and 2020.
Follow the reno             @ i_nan_do



Charlie's farm has deep sandy loam soil, good 
drainage, and a long history growing good food. 
To keep us cooking, we grow garlic, onions, 
potatoes, cabbage, and root vegetables here. 
We share this bounty with local food banks 
and 360° Kids in Richmond Hill. Charlie loved 
hearing about a new wave of harvest helpers.

Vegetables are still the gateway to gardening!

Yup, same  
coveralls!



We do our best so you can do yours. Got questions? Call 
us. Quick add-on to an order or need a photo of a crop to 
show a client? Text us. We are ready to help.

How to Order or Request a Quote
Hours Monday–Saturday, 9 am–5 pm
Office       1–705–277–3005
Sandy’s Cell (text friendly) 1–705–340–1034
Fax  1–705–277–9213
Email groundcoversunlimited@gmail.com
Wholesale website password Groundcovers20
Purchase orders will be honoured for 14 days from issue date.  
To reserve material beyond two weeks, a 50% deposit 
must be made.

Delivery & Freight
Pick-up is welcome during business hours. Delivery and 
freight will be quoted prior to shipping.

Custom Coloured Tags
Cost of colour tags Add $0.15/pot

Credits & Refunds for Reusable Materials
Available upon return of our pots and trays; must be in 
good condition.

Prices
HST Reg. No. R137487849. Prices effective Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 31, 2020 and do not include tags, boxing, taxes 
or delivery. Discounts apply to single orders and are not 
cumulative.
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Bunchberry 
Ferns 
Dwarf Geranium
Lamium 
Lily of the Valley 

Most Natives
Sedum 
Sweet Woodruff 
Thyme 
Vinca (cultivars)
Viola 
Wintergreen 

Canada Anemone
Bearberry*
Bigroot Geranium*
Daylilies*
Euonymus*

English Ivy* 
Lysimachia 
Pachysandra
Vinca (species)
Wood Poppy*
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Instant Gratification 1 Gallon

AVAILABLE  
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*

Pachysandra
Vinca (species)

6–8" O.C. or
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8–10" O.C. or
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Euonymus
English Ivy

Liner Flats
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Dry + + + + + + + + + + +

Mesic + + + + + + 3 + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Moist + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Wet to Bog + 3 +

Li
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t

Full Sun + + + + + + + + + + +

Part Shade + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Heavy Shade + + + + + + + + + + + +

So
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Sandy + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Loam + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Clay + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Rocky + + 2 + + + +

Acidic + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Neutral + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Alkaline + + + + + 7 + + + + + + + + + + +
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Green Roof + + + + + + + + + +

Xeriscaping + + + + + + +

Naturalizing + + + + + + + + + +

Urban Sites + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Water Sides + + + + + + + + +

Pollinators + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Steppable + + + + +

Cascade + 1 + + +

Evergreen + + + 2 + + + + + +

2020 Fine print. Apologies to those who need glasses. 

30 day NET terms are extended to those customers with an established record of prompt payment in the past. New customers placing an order for the first time are C.O.D. 
Payment can be made by cash, certified cheque, Interac or credit card. Further orders will be subject to C.O.D. terms until a credit record and references are established. 
Accounts not paid with respect to 30 day NET terms are subject to cancellation of such privileges at our discretion. Overdue accounts are subject to 1.5% interest charges 
per month. VISA and Mastercard payment is offered to all customers. Existing customers on 30 day NET terms cannot pay with credit card at the end of their NET 30 
terms. Pick-up of stock is welcomed; arrangements for pick-up to be mutually agreed upon. Prices in this catalogue are subject to change without notice. Pricing and discounts 
apply on a per-order basis. Orders subject to delivery charges as applicable at time of shipping. Rates subject to change without notice. Boxing/packing charges where 
applicable, charged at cost. All orders are accepted on the understanding that the purchaser agrees to the terms and conditions as listed above.

Planting 
Guide
# = number of  
species within group 
with that characteristic



Home is where the       potatoes are
Nursery: 1045 Porter Rd, PO Box 190
Bethany Ontario L0A 1A0
Office: 705-277 -3005
Sandy’s Cell: 705-340-1034  
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